GIFT OF GOLD

STANDING PROUDLY ON A SMALL
grassy hillock, Beautifully framed by
rajestic frees, the new Thal Pavilion,
recently inaugurated in Lausanne, as
a gift from His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyade| to cormmemaorate the 17

productive years he spent In his youth
in the Swiss [akeside city, s a distinctive
and unusual landrmark. Dpen on three
sides and illuminated until 11pm daily,
the golden royal pagoda has quickly
bacomsa a compslling attraction for both
[ncal people and international visitors
Sitad in the northwest sacticn of the
lovely Demantod Park, which runs for

a long stretch alongside Lake Geneva
fecing the Savoy Alps, and where the
icenic Olympic Museum, the world
centre of spart,-is also located, the new
pavilion, designad by a leading Thai
architect, was assembled in 18 days
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by his assistant and a tearn of Thal
crafismen and artists in collaboration
with the parks and promenades
depariment of the City of Lausanne.
The finely painted and elzborately

decorated wooden structure
metres high, with a deficately carverd
roof topped by a slim and delicate finial
It is, in fact, the second of its type to
be erected to commemaorate a Royal
Thai link with Eurape. The first is in Bad
Homburg, Germany and was donated
by H& King Chulalongkorm, Hama v,
grandfather of the present Monarch.
Speaking at the festive inaugural
ceremonias for the pavilion, the Mayor
of Lausanne, Daniel Brélaz, said the
city was hanoured to hawe this lasting
and eautiiul visual souvenit af its

= and affectionate association with

HM King Bhumibel Adulyade). “They

Top: The 16-metre-tall, siz-metre-wide
wood and stone pavilion is located

in Denantou Park, overlooking the
stunning Lake Genava, Above: A Thai
specialist puts a few finishing fouches
on a section of the ornate pavilion.

were impartant and indeed vital vears
of study and peaceful farmily life for

His Majesty and made a considerable
impact on his long subsequent reign,
during which he has so deservedly won
the Iove and admiration of his people
W will chernsh his gift with pride.”
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Lake Geneva Region 15 a living land within itself, at the same time traditicnal and
modern, benefitting from a natural ervironment of great beauty, a long history,
recalied by more than 100 awe-inspiring casties, creativity and an exceptional
range of activity possibilities, including calebrations and fastivals for all tastes.

Here is the Franco-Swiss Lake Geneva, central Eurape's largest and that of
Meuchatel, and a panoply of natural sites, including the Wastarn Alps with the rmighty
glacier of Les Diablerets (3,000 metres altitude) and many winter resorts, the gentler
Jura Mountzins and the intervening rural plain. All within easy distance — it is less
than an hour from the palm trees on the lake shore (o the elermal snows of the glacier
Here, foo, is the larges! inland water flzet in Western Eurape, and in the ancient capital
of Lavsanne, headquarters of the 10C and Qlympic movement, the world's largest
cancentration of sports arganisations and s first hotel schoal. |t aleo boasts the highest
cancentration of multi-starred gastronarmic restaurants anywhere,

Ihe Swiss Riviera and Lake Geneva coastline are famed for their magnificently set
vineyards — recently designated by Unesco as a World Heritage site - and fine wines
produced in charming litle wine-growing villages with their cafés and tasting cellars,
The heights above lend themselves lo walking, or can be reached by road and
romantic rack railway trains.

he Lake Geneva Region remains a travel destination into a wordd that has
maintained sell as a walk in time, a bridge betwesn the past and fulure - one that
offers the chance to savour the resl quality of life. & chaice, in fact, fit for a king. o8

ROYAL ORCHID HOLIDAYS IN SWITZERLAND

IHal operates dally flights to Zurich, the largest city in
Switzerland, Royal Orchid Holidays invites you fo take
advantage of its three-day Zurich Minibreak package. The
holiday takes you to the city’s delightful museums and
churches, as well as the picturesque hillside villas on the

Zurichberg and stunning vistas of the Alps, The package

Includes two nights' accommodation with continental
breakfast and a sightseeing tour that begins aboard a clas
trolley bus, the first of its kind In Switzerland




